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      Parent council Minutes, 13/02/2021) 			
In Attendance
G. Orrock GO- Head Teacher, C. Kay CK Deputy Head Teacher, T Clinton TC, J Machray JM, G Anderson GA -Chair, J Ballantyne JB, C Hamilton CH, G Bartlett GB, K McNiven KMcN, H Thomson HT, L Daisley LD
Apologies: None
Welcome
· [bookmark: _Hlk64201572]The meeting took place on the Microsoft Teams platform.
· The Agenda for the Meeting has been altered this meeting as there is a lot of interest regarding remote learning currently in place.
Welcome
Chairman Report
Teacher led Assessments.
Virtual Classes
Head Teacher Update
Open Forum


Minutes of Previous Meeting
· No comments on previous minutes and minutes accepted.


[bookmark: _Hlk60752912]Chairman Report
· GA and CH went on the recruitment and selection training. JB has already been on the course. Members of the Parent Council are involved in the recruitment process of DHT and above.
· GA attended a presentation on the General Teaching Council publicity campaign regarding teaching professional standards. Once issued GA will forward on to council members.
· A Training session on 28th Jan is available to Chairs of Parent Councils regarding running of Parent Councils.
· 2 on-line sessions, Parent Council consultation and How to run a PC during lockdown are also being planned.  If there are places available for more than 1 person from each Parent Council, GA will let everyone know.
· 2 Slide shows were presented: digital learning and the role of the PCC.  If anyone has any questions, contact GA.
Teacher led Assessment.
· TC requested clarification on what the teacher led assessments would be -especially that the country is another  lockdown and remote learning has been introduced.
· GO confirmed that the SQA provides key dates to schools to submit their assessments.  At present these key dates have not been finalised.
· GO stated that the best option is that the school re-open on 1st Feb and that the mid-term assessments would be undertaken sometime in February.
· The big concern at the minute is the undertaking of assessments for practical subjects and once the SQA finalize the key dates, schools will be under a lot of pressure to deliver on these dates.
· GO noted that both Higher and Advanced Higher will be by assessment.
· There may be a requirement to change the timetable in August instead of the traditional May date.
· GO confirmed that the current 5th and 6th years will be allowed to stay on until the end of June in order to complete the assessments.
· To overcome the parent nights, a full progress report will be issued over the next 4 weeks.
· Concern was raised by some of the members regarding the choosing of options, especially in for the S2 and S3 year group and if support documentation would be made available to S2 parents.
· GO explained that the process for options is usually decided by pupils in last week Feb/ first week in March.  S2 pupils have been asked to initially advise of subject choices but re-assured the council that this is an informal process and that a full session regarding S2 options will be delivered to pupils and parents.
· GO also confirmed that S3 pupils would have a virtual options event for their final options.
Virtual Classes
· There seemed to be some confusion regarding the on-line work when more than 1 teacher is involved in the teaching.  The English Higher has 3 teachers and current feedback is that there is conflicting information being issued which is causing confusion to pupils. 
· GO confirmed that the online learning would follow broadly the WK A/ WK B structure of learning.
· The council asked if the timetable was being followed exactly; sometimes the pupils were waiting for information or for the class to start and nothing happened. GO stated that sometimes the staff may not be able to be available at a specific time.  This was also relevant to families who may be in the position where more than 1 child is sharing a laptop meaning that they might not be able to attend at exact time. However, all subjects should be made available.
· There is a range of confidence in using live lessons; some departments are more comfortable running a live lesson than others.
· The council asked that if live lessons are going to be on can the school notify them so they can ensure that the pupils attend.
· GO noted that it was day 3 of the online learning and if there are issues and suggestions, that they could be passed onto himself or the Senior Leadership Team.  There will be a survey sent out to parents asking for their views of week 1 of the on-line teaching.
· GO noted that they will be continually reviewing the on-line lessons – especially of lockdown is extended beyond its initial 3-week period.
Head Teacher report
· GO noted that most of the items that he wished to discuss have been noted in the earlier agenda items i.e., SQA/ Parents Night and Options.

AOB
· JM requested that the Parent Council grant money be used by the school to provide pupils with essentials – jotters etc. – during lockdown.  No objection raised.
· The council also noted the positive work that the Pupil Support teachers have been doing during this time.  Miss Tierney’s work was specifically highlighted.


Dates for next meeting:
Wednesday 24th February 2021 at 6.30pm via Teams.
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