[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of Kilsyth Academy Parents Council held on Monday, 18th February 2019 at 7.30pm

Present:  	Matt Bendoris (chair)
		Margaret Haggerty
		Jane Machray
		Claire Hamilton
		Gregg Orrock (HT)
		Fiona Gilchrist
Helen Thomson
Val MacRae
Louise Chambers
Catherine Kay
Vicky Brady
Henry Dempsey
Gerry McKillop
Apologies
Jennifer Ballantyne
Wendy Dunsmore
Kirsty Follett

Minutes of Previous Meeting
These were approved.
Maters Arising
HT informed the committee there had been a review of Show My Homework, which had received positive feedback from teachers, parents and pupils
The chair had still not had a reply from the education secretary John Swinney about teacher recruitment and planned to write to him again. 
Treasurer’s Report
There was a balance of £762.60 with 11pence interest.
Head Teacher’s Report
HT express his disappointment that the S4/5 options evening – held prior to this parent council meeting – had a disappointing turn-out.
Out of an estimated 100 possible families only around 30 were in attendance. He asked for feedback on what could be done to boost attendance.
It was suggested that the wording of the options evening letter had put special emphasis on apprenticeships, which may have put parents off if their children already have a career/further education path planned. This is something that will now be looked at in future.
HT gave a detailed talk about the skills framework with local engineering firm BAM, who will work in partnership with the Academy on how to implement skills in the workplace.
He would like to launch the endorsement to pupils and parents. Henry Dempsey suggested though that parents may be put off if their child isn’t choosing a career in engineering. HT stressed it was the endorsement from such a major company that was important with developing job profiles and not necessarily what sector the company was involved in.
HT then explained what he described had been a serious incident which had taken place around 3.30am on February 4th when a wall collapsed at the rear of the school. The incident was caught on CCTV. HT was extremely concerned that someone could have been serious injured had they been struck by the debris. The whole area was immediately isolated and structural engineers then inspected all other walls on the school grounds. No others were found to be at risk. The reasons for the sudden failure of the wall was unclear, but HT hopes to be able to provide an update at the next meeting and what other steps North Lanarkshire Council have taken.
Gerry McKillop then gave a talk on the cost of the school daily from lunch to uniforms and also the hidden costs like contributing to Home Economics classes.
There was also a discussion around dress down day and crazy day at the school which costs each pupil £3, but can put extra financial pressures on family.
Chair suggested that the Parent Council could make a contribution to pupil’s costs if a suitable way could be found of doing this which wouldn’t embarrass the pupil or their family.
Any other business
In her absence Kirsty Follett had asked if there would be any study lessons during the Easter Holidays. HT said this was likely to take place during the first week of Easter but that there would be no transport provided this year.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8pm.
Next meeting to take place on Tuesday, March 26th at 7pm.

