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Minutes of Kilsyth Academy Parents Council held on Thursday March 5th, 2020 at 6.15pm
Present:  	Matt Bendoris (chair)
		Jane Machray
		Gregg Orrock (HT)
		Helen Thomson
Emma Cowan
Valerie McRae
Catherine Kay
Tracy Clinton
Apologies
Wendy Dunsmore
Jennifer Ballantyne
Minutes of Previous Meeting
Accepted.
Maters Arising
HT informed us Ross McCallum had joined the technical department as principle principal teacher. The Academy has also earned a silver Rights Respecting Schools Award (RRSA), an initiative run by UNICEF UK.
Treasurer’s Report
Jennifer Ballantyne had sent her apologies so there was no report.
Head Teacher’s Report
HT said there would be a comprehensive review of the Academy’s curriculum, which had not been carried out since 2014, and maintained pupils, parents and carers would be involved along with teachers and management teams.
HT asked the committee to think what we would like as parents, from how long a period is, to is there enough for example, the time being spent on certain subjects and different stages, and what we think the focus should be on to give our young people the best start in this modern world.
HT also reported positive results in the Post School Destination scores, with 97.2% of pupils assigned to higher and further education or employment or training, including apprenticeships on leaving the Academy – which was the highest score the Academy has ever had and third highest in the authority with an average of 93% across North Lanarkshire.
[bookmark: _GoBack]HT predicted that the budget set by the authority for the coming year would be “painful” challenging with some people in management positions not being at the Academy within a year. There were currently 17 “promoted posts” within the Academy which would need to be stripped back, but it was not known to what extent. But the budget was expected to be hard on every school in the authority.
Jane Machray spoke about working with a company to supply prom dresses for pupils who couldn’t afford them. They’d had 20 dresses donated so far along with jewellery and shoes, along with four haircuts from a hairdressers. Tracy Clinton asked if there were any provisions for the boys to get shirts and suits, with Jane saying she would look into it.
HT also spoke of a new parent portal launch app which could be used to top up lunch cards, pay for trips, book timeslots at parent evenings and view report cards. He would give an update on progress at the next meeting.
Any other business
With the increasing threat from coronavirus, posters had been placed around the school but pupils had complained that the soap dispensers were often empty. HT said he had spoken to the janitor who assured him the dispensers were full every morning, but the council would like to see the dispensers checked on a more regular basis and not just at the start of the school day.
Next meeting to take place on Monday, May 4th at 6.15pm.
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